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Abstract. The Merdeka Curriculum constitutes an innovative educational approach that responds to evolving societal and 

technological demands within the Society 5.0 framework. This study conducted a comprehensive review of existing literature to 

gain insight into the Merdeka Curriculum's underlying philosophy and assess its contribution to basic education. The findings 

indicate that the Merdeka Curriculum is designed to foster the development of essential 21st-century skills required in the era of 

the industrial revolution 4.0. To ensure effective implementation, it is necessary to effect changes in the educational paradigm, 

develop teacher competencies, and garner support from various stakeholders. The Merdeka Curriculum presents an invaluable 

opportunity to cultivate students with the requisite attributes to thrive in an era of accelerating technological and social change. 

This literature study offers a nuanced understanding of the Merdeka Curriculum in the context of basic education that is pertinent 

to the challenges of the present moment. 

 Keywords: curriculum, freedom, society, education 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Era Society 5.0 is a conceptual framework initially developed in Japan and later adopted by the Japanese government in 

2016. The concept was first unveiled by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe during his keynote address at the Sixth Summit for Human 

Resource Development in 2016. The Society 5.0 era is viewed as a continuation of the preceding era, namely Society 4.0 or the 

digital industry era (Haryati et al., 2022). During this era, information and communication technology underwent significant 

advances and facilitated the emergence of a new industrial revolution. In contrast, Society 5.0 is defined as an intelligent society 

that integrates advanced technology with human activities (Heryahya et al., 2022). This concept aims to create a more sustainable 

and equitable society by considering social, economic, and environmental factors. The Japanese government believes that Era 

Society 5.0 can be a solution to various social and environmental problems currently being faced by the global community, 

including global warming, poverty, and social inequality (Indarta et al., 2022). Additionally, Era Society 5.0 is anticipated to 

create new opportunities in the economic realm, particularly in the robotics and artificial intelligence (AI) industries. In its 

development, Era Society 5.0 has become a concept adopted by several other countries in the world, including Indonesia. It is 

anticipated that this concept will contribute to the acceleration of the creation of a more optimal and sustainable societal structure 

through the prudent and sustainable utilisation of technology (Frananda et al., 2023). 

In the era of Society 5.0, education plays a crucial role in preparing the younger generation to navigate the challenges posed 

by an increasingly advanced and complex technological landscape (Lestari et al., 2022). Education is a fundamental pillar of a 

country's development, providing the younger generation with the knowledge and skills necessary to become informed citizens 

and future leaders. Consequently, the curriculum is of paramount importance in shaping the educational landscape. The curriculum 

is a learning plan designed to achieve certain educational goals (Dewi, 2022; Khoirurrijal, 2022). It encompasses a number of 

elements, including subject matter, teaching methods, and assessment (Rahayu, et al., 2022). 

One of the most notable recent developments in the Indonesian curriculum has been the introduction of the Merdeka 

Curriculum. Developed by the Indonesian Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology (Kemendikbudristek), the 

curriculum has been introduced for use in elementary schools throughout Indonesia. 

The Merdeka Curriculum is notable for its adherence to the principle espoused in the Indonesian national motto, "Bhinneka 

Tunggal Ika," or unity in diversity. This philosophy is reflected in the curriculum's emphasis on providing students and teachers 
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with freedom and flexibility. The Merdeka Curriculum is presented as a solution to the challenges of the Society 5.0 era. This era 

is characterised by the integration and collaboration of technology and humanity in the creation of solutions to social and 

environmental problems (Manalu et al., 2022). The implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in elementary schools represents 

one of the government's efforts to address challenges associated with the Society 5.0 era. Elementary education plays a pivotal 

role in shaping the character and potential of students. The Merdeka Curriculum encourages students to be active participants in 

their own learning, facilitating the optimal development of their potential (Haryati et al., 2022). 

The Merdeka Curriculum exhibits several distinguishing characteristics when compared to previous curricula. Primarily, the 

curriculum allows for greater flexibility in terms of designing learning materials, with a particular emphasis on tailoring them to 

the specific local needs and characteristics of students. Secondly, the curriculum places significant emphasis on developing 21st-

century skills such as critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and communication. Third, the curriculum places an emphasis on 

integrated learning, whereby students can gain knowledge through a variety of subjects with a more holistic approach (Heryahya 

et al., 2022; Priantini, 2022). However, the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum also faces several challenges. First, the 

curriculum requires that teachers possess greater competence in designing learning materials that align with local needs and 

student characteristics. Second, the development of learning materials that are relevant to the needs of the Society 5.0 era is 

essential to ensure that students can gain the expertise and skills that are relevant to the world of work in the future. Third, a 

comprehensive evaluation is necessary to determine the effectiveness and efficiency of the Merdeka Curriculum. 

Facing these challenges head-on, the Ministry of Education and Culture has implemented a number of strategies to facilitate 

the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum (Nasution, 2021). One such strategy has been to provide teachers and schools 

with a wealth of resources and training in order to assist them with designing and implementing the independent curriculum 

(Ardianti, 2022). Curriculum change is of paramount importance in order to ensure that future generations are prepared to face 

the accelerating changes brought about by the Society 5.0 era. The Merdeka Curriculum offers a potential solution to these 

challenges by providing greater flexibility and autonomy in curriculum development and learning at the primary school level. 

Furthermore, the Merdeka Curriculum has the potential to produce graduates who possess the abilities and competencies necessary 

to thrive in an increasingly complex and dynamic world of work (Aprima & Sari, 2022; Lestari, et al., 2023). 

The Merdeka Curriculum represents one of the proposed innovative solutions designed to address the challenges of the 

Society 5.0 era in elementary schools (Angga, 2022). The Merdeka Curriculum is founded on the principles of flexible and 

adaptable education, with an emphasis on aligning curriculum with future needs. The curriculum is designed to facilitate students' 

optimal development and independent growth, equipping them to navigate the complexities and diversities characteristic of an 

increasingly interconnected society. In order to address the issue of this research, namely the analysis of the independent 

curriculum as one of the innovations in responding to challenges in the era of Society 5.0, it is necessary to describe the role of 

the curriculum in addressing these challenges. These challenges are characterised by a continued dynamic transformation. The 

literature review will therefore consider the contributions of Jayawardana, et al. (2022), and Sunarni (2023). 

II. METHODS 

The methodology employed for this study is that of literature research, which will allow us to gather information of relevance 

and depth regarding the development of a learning independence programme in the context of society 5.0. This approach allows 

us to ascertain perspectives, theories, and current findings within the existing literature on this research topic. The steps taken in 

the literature review such as identification of Literature Sources. The identification of various relevant literature sources, including 

books, scientific journals, conference papers, and other reliable online sources, is an essential first step in the literature review 

process. The most relevant and high-quality documents that can provide insight into the concept of independent learning program 

development and the Society 5.0 era will be selected. Data collection were collected from the selected literature, including key 

concepts, relevant theories, and key findings. Data analysis were subjected to a systematic analysis in order to identify any trends, 

divergences, and convergences of perspectives and findings present in the literature. Literature synthesis are employed to 

synthesize our understanding of the development of self-directed learning programs in the Society 5.0 era. 

Furthermore, the research aims to identify potential gaps and challenges that may arise in this concept. By employing a 

literature analysis approach, this study endeavors to provide a comprehensive understanding of the development of self-study 

programs in the Society 5.0 era based on existing literature. This analysis will serve as an invaluable foundation for developing 

ideas and recommendations in this article. 

III.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Independent Learning Curriculum Development 

The development of the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum commenced in 2020 with the launch of the Sekolah Penggerak (SP) 

program by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research and Technology (MoECristek). The SP program is a program that aims 

to realize learning transformation in Indonesia. One element of the learning transformation is the implementation of the Merdeka 

Curriculum. The curriculum development process is designed to address the challenges currently facing education in Indonesia. 
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These include the need for students to develop the competencies required to navigate future challenges, the necessity to adapt to 

the evolving demands of the global environment, and the importance of fostering students' holistic potential. 

The curriculum development process is structured in several stages. These include the preparation of the draft curriculum, 

dissemination of the draft curriculum to solicit input from various stakeholders, refinement of the draft curriculum based on input 

from these stakeholders, and the final publication of the curriculum. 

In 2022, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research, and Technology (Kemendikbudristek) officially launched the 

Merdeka Curriculum. The Merdeka Curriculum is a curriculum that is more flexible and adaptive to student needs. This 

curriculum also emphasizes student character development. The Merdeka Curriculum is implemented in stages, starting from the 

2022/2023 school year. In the 2022/2023 academic year, the Merdeka curriculum is implemented independently by educational 

institutions that have met the requisite criteria. In the 2023/2024 academic year, the Merdeka curriculum will be implemented 

gradually in all educational units. To date, the Merdeka Curriculum has been implemented in more than 25,000 educational 

institutions in Indonesia. Institutions implementing the Merdeka Curriculum report that they have experienced improvements in 

the quality of learning. 

The following paragraphs will present a selection of the developments that have occurred in the context of the Merdeka 

Learning Curriculum. 

- Improved quality of learning 

- Schools implementing the Merdeka Curriculum have reported improvements in learning quality, as evidenced by 

increased student motivation, participation, and understanding. 

- Increased student creativity and innovation 

- The Merdeka Curriculum provides flexibility for students to develop their creativity and innovation. This encourages 

students to be more active in learning and produce creative and innovative works. 

- Improvement of student character 

The Merdeka Curriculum places a strong emphasis on the development of student character. This is achieved through a 

variety of learning activities designed to foster student character development, including project-based learning and problem-

based learning. The Merdeka Curriculum is still in the developmental and evaluation stages. The Ministry of Education and 

Culture is continuously making improvements and adjustments to the Merdeka Curriculum in order to ensure that it aligns with 

the needs of students and the demands of the modern era. 

The Merdeka Curriculum is designed to produce graduates who embody the values espoused by Pancasila, including noble 

character, mutual cooperation, creativity, innovation, critical thinking, communication, and cooperative spirit. The development 

of the independent learning curriculum is a collaborative effort involving various stakeholders, including ministries, institutions, 

organizations, and the broader community. Educators and education personnel play a pivotal role in this process, as they are 

instrumental in shaping the curriculum and ensuring its alignment with the desired outcomes. The objective of the independent 

learning curriculum is to produce graduates who are equipped with the requisite competencies to navigate future challenges. 

The independent learning curriculum will transform the traditional learning method, which was previously confined to the 

classroom, into a more flexible approach that allows students to engage in learning outside the classroom. This concept provides 

students with opportunities to engage in dynamic discussions with their teachers, which can facilitate the development of their 

character by encouraging them to express their opinions, enhance their social skills, and become more competent students. 

Students will be granted the autonomy to elaborate on their skills. (Manalu et al., 2022). 

In Nasution (2022), Marisa, the Minister of Education, Culture, Research and Technology of the Republic of Indonesia 

(Kemendikbud RI), has proposed an innovative approach to creating an ideal and enjoyable learning environment. This approach 

avoids complicating teachers and students by imposing unnecessary formats for high scores, scores, or minimum completion 

standards. The learning process is expected to be more comfortable and efficient because students can engage in direct discussions 

with teachers, utilize the concept of learning outside the classroom, and cultivate the character traits of independence, courage, 

intelligence, sociability, civility, politeness, and competence. Students with these character traits will one day be the individuals 

who advance the country. In addition, students are then taught reading and writing skills, knowledge skills, skills and attitudes, 

and proficiency in the use of technology. Furthermore, the curriculum affords students the autonomy to think critically and to 

pursue and obtain knowledge in any setting. The rationale behind the implementation of this curriculum is not merely to address 

the challenges inherent in the learning process but also to respond to the mounting demands of the modern workforce, which are 

shaped by the advancement of technology and the digital age. 

Technological developments and the era of digitalization have led to the development of the independent learning curriculum, 

which gives teachers the freedom to create educational and enjoyable learning experiences. In addition, current teaching 

competencies include the teacher's ability to model and implement the learning process.Teachers also serve as drivers in planning, 

implementing, evaluating, and following up on assessments (Suttrisno et al., 2022). 

The concept of active, innovative, and comfortable learning must be practiced by students, especially in the current era, in 

accordance with the demands of the times. Teachers must also act as facilitators to develop students' character as critical thinkers, 

creative and innovative, communicative and collaborative, and with good character. In addition to relying on the independence 

of students who are able to find learning resources such as through e-books, teachers must prepare several appropriate learning 
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methods, especially in the Merdeka Belajar curriculum. One of the learning models that teachers can employ is the blended 

learning model (Manalu et al., 2022). 

The blended learning model is considered an optimal approach for independent learning curricula. Fundamentally, in 

attaining student competencies, students continue to prioritize character development through conventional or face-to-face 

instruction. This model is a synthesis of face-to-face (offline) and virtual (online) learning. This model offers convenience and 

flexibility to the learning process by combining various methods of delivery, teaching models, learning styles, and introducing 

various dialog media options. If students are unable to comprehend the material taught in a face-to-face session, educators can 

provide guidance through online means such as chat, email, or other interactive interactions such as the Zoom Meeting application. 

This model also illustrates novel approaches to meeting educational needs. The freedom to innovate allows students to develop 

their skills and abilities in a manner that is comfortable for them, including those related to behavior, attitudes, decisions, and 

approaches. 

The concept of "Freedom to Learn" is relatively straightforward to articulate but challenging to operationalize. It necessitates 

a commitment to learning, independence in pursuing one's goals, and the ability to execute one's plans. These three elements 

cannot be separated. Commitment and independence in learning are cornerstones of achieving learning goals, yet they are difficult 

to implement. The independent learning curriculum does not impose performance goals, and innovation in learning takes time. 

Students are seeking something different, and this newness arises from the role of the teacher. The skills that students acquire are 

not limited to classroom learning; they also have the opportunity to explore other learning environments. Therefore, the skills that 

students acquire are not personal; rather, they occur in conjunction with the learning environment that they create. (Suryaman, 

2020). 

 

Freedom of Learning in the Era of Society 5.0 

Education is the acquisition of knowledge, skills, and habits by a group of individuals, which are then transmitted from one 

generation to the next. This process is facilitated by various forms of instruction, including teaching, training, and research. 

Education can also be imparted through the guidance of others, although it is not limited to this form of transmission. Furthermore, 

one's experiences shape the way one thinks, feels, and acts, which can also be referred to as life education. Education is a 

fundamental aspect of life. Its positive impact on cognitive and behavioural development is a testament to the efficacy of an 

optimal educational system. A robust educational system begins with a robust curriculum; the school curriculum plays a pivotal 

role in shaping the trajectory of educational advancement within a given country. Indonesia, in particular, has historically relied 

upon an educational curriculum inherited from the colonial era. This has necessitated the country's pursuit of curriculum 

improvement. Curriculum Development in Indonesia 

Following Indonesia's independence in 1945, the curriculum in Indonesia underwent numerous changes in 1947, 1952, 1964, 

1968, 1975, 1984, 1994, 2004, 2006, 2013, and 2022. In 2022, the Merdeka curriculum was introduced. It is widely acknowledged 

that changes in the school curriculum often occur in line with changes in the political, social, cultural, economic, scientific, and 

technological systems that shape the nation and state. Education is understood to have a substance called curriculum. 

The curriculum, as a plan of learning activities designed for students in schools, serves to achieve certain predetermined 

goals. The curriculum comprises objectives, teaching materials, teaching and learning activities, schedules, and assessments, all 

of which are related to the curriculum. The curriculum, which may be in written format, represents the collective efforts of 

policymakers and curriculum makers. In view of the fundamental changes that have occurred over time, as well as the 

transformation of the educational landscape in terms of learning tools, it is clear that something different needs to be done. In the 

contemporary era of Society 5.0, individuals are compelled to integrate technology into their daily lives to sustain their standard 

of living. (Ahid, Nur. 2006) 

 

The World of Education in the era of Society 5.0 

The development of information and communication technology (ICT) has brought about fundamental changes in both 

people's lives and the industrial world. The digital transformation that creates a new order of life has affected regulations in many 

countries. The era of Society 5.0 is an era where people live with technology. We live in a new era where globalization and the 

rapid development of digital technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), Internet of Things (IoT) and robotics have brought 

significant changes to society. The advent of the digital age has brought about profound changes to the life insurance industry. In 

the context of Society 5.0, every aspect of life is intertwined with technology, necessitating a transformation of society. Education 

must also undergo a transformation in the era of Society 5.0. The Indonesian approach to talents and interests is one of the learning 

techniques covered in the independent study curriculum. Depending on the area of interest, students can choose the major they 

want to study. A diverse school study curriculum is generally an independent curriculum. In this case, the world of education 

plays a pivotal role. It is hoped that in remote areas or villages, the curriculum can help to bridge the gap in services in the world 

of education and technology must be made available to the wider community. Society 5.0, which is built through data, can be a 

bridge to fill the gap in education. 

In the context of Society 5.0, it is imperative that children are not only equipped with critical thinking skills but also analytical 

and creative abilities. Higher order thinking skills (HOTS) or higher order thinking represents a significant advancement in the 

discovery of relevant knowledge concepts through practice and direct experience in the resolution of environmental problems. 
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Inquiry-based learning, discovery learning, project-based learning, and problem-based learning represent transformative learning 

models that will enhance critical reasoning abilities. In this context, educators must facilitate students' ability to identify problems 

and propose solutions to address these issues. In this process, students must gain insight into universal problems, which will equip 

them with new knowledge. 

In the context of Society 5.0, it is clear that teachers and students will be unable to function effectively without the use of 

mobile phones and laptops. These devices have become an indispensable tool in the modern classroom, facilitating the transfer 

of knowledge and providing students with a wealth of resources. A robust and reliable internet network is essential for the 

transmission of knowledge to students, as it offers a stable and secure platform for learning. The transformation of learning 

infrastructure and the way in which educators provide direction and insight to students is a crucial aspect that requires attention. 

 

The Relationship between Merdeka Curriculum and Society 5.0 

The development of the Merdeka Curriculum was driven by the recognition that traditional education frameworks lack the 

flexibility required to meet the diverse needs of students. The Merdeka Curriculum, on the other hand, was designed to provide a 

more dynamic educational structure, placing an emphasis on essential material and the nurturing of student character and skills. 

At its core, the Merdeka Curriculum revolves around project-based learning. This pedagogical approach has been identified 

as a key driver of student growth, particularly in the development of soft skills, personality traits, and a deep understanding of 

Pancasila principles. Furthermore, the incorporation of project-based learning aligns with the overarching objective of the 

Merdeka Curriculum: to equip students with the necessary skills and character traits to thrive in an ever-changing world. Third, 

the curriculum should prioritize the acquisition of essential information, allowing sufficient time for the development of 

fundamental skills such as reading and mathematics. Third, educators should be afforded the flexibility to adapt their pedagogical 

approaches to align with the diverse needs and abilities of their students, as well as the specific context and subject matter. 

The principle of curriculum learning independence encompasses three elements: first, internal differentiated learning; second, 

extracurricular education in the form of projects designed to enhance students' understanding of Pancasila; and third, the 

incorporation of teaching unit resources and student interests in the implementation of extracurricular activities. Diagnostic 

assessment, planning, and learning are employed to implement these measures. In 2019, the Ministry of Education, Culture, 

Research, and Technology initiated efforts to enhance the quality of Indonesian education. The initial step was the introduction 

of the concept of "Freedom of Learning." This policy led to the revision and adjustment of the education curriculum. 

Merdeka Belajar is part of the Merdeka curriculum and represents an educational learning innovation in Indonesia. In its 

implementation, numerous adjustments have been made to accommodate previous conditions, as well as to align with the Society 

5.0 era, which has also transformed many aspects of students' habits. 

Houtman's research findings (2020) indicate that Merdeka Belajar represents an innovation in the provision of policy makers 

involved in policy implementation, where learning outcomes are not always measured. In addition to cognitive aspects, which are 

typically assessed through formal grades, emotional and psychomotor aspects, which are often evaluated through formal values, 

attitudes, skills, creativity, innovation, independence, and competence, must also be considered. 

Accreditation is also a factor that determines the quality of an educational institution's education. This is in line with the 

emergence of Society 5.0, which is the impact of the rapid industrial revolution. 

The advent of Society 5.0, which represents the impact of the rapid industrial revolution, has led to the transformation of the 

traditional industrial order into an all-digital entity. The intertwined relationship between humanity and technology is a fascinating 

phenomenon. This is because changes in social behavior undoubtedly have an impact on students (Houtman, H. 2020). 

In addition, the field of education is likewise affected, such that evaluation is inescapably multifaceted. Research conducted 

by K. Nagy and E. Hajrizi in 2022 demonstrated that the development of innovative educational models is highly advantageous 

in transforming social needs. The notion of Society 5.0 is contemplated through the lens of both strategic planning and the 

implementation of innovation. The creation of innovation models remains aligned with the innovation demands of Society 5.0. 

(K. Nagy and E. Hajrizi, 2020) 

The model for developing innovations to meet the needs of Society 5.0 is becoming increasingly straightforward, with the 

potential to assist in disaster recovery due to the Covid-19 pandemic as a result of technological advances. It is crucial to assess 

the facilities and requirements of each school in Indonesia in order to implement an independent curriculum, with the objective 

of training students to adopt a more optimistic approach to the challenges of the era of disruption and Society 5.0. (Maghfiroh, 

Nailyl., Sholeh, Muhammad. 2022). 

The Society 5.0 era places a premium on human development and the advancement of AI technology. This "independent 

learning" curriculum aligns with the student-centered 21st-century curriculum model. Teachers are tasked with selecting the most 

appropriate learning model and leveraging technology. (Marwan, A., & Rahayu, S. 2021). 

The independent learning curriculum provides students with numerous opportunities for growth and development. The 21st 

century curriculum places a strong emphasis on critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity. Through this 

curriculum, students will develop the skills necessary to think, act, and live effectively in the modern world. This approach to 

learning fosters students who are able to engage in meaningful discourse and learning outside the classroom.  

Outside the classroom, students will possess the requisite skills to compete in this era. 
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The independent learning curriculum is designed to develop students' abilities to function effectively in the contemporary 

world, with an emphasis on 21st-century skills. The curriculum incorporates blended learning, problem-based learning and 

project-based learning as effective pedagogical models, with blended learning offering the flexibility to accommodate individual 

learning styles. These models facilitate the development of the 4C skills, which are increasingly seen as essential for the modern 

world. Education is crucial in preparing students for the challenges of the future. Students should be given the opportunity to 

develop their full potential in a supportive learning environment where their aspirations can be nurtured. (Suyanto, E., & 

Dwirahmadi, F. 2020) 

 

Curriculum Innovation  To Improve  Quality in schools 

The necessity for curriculum innovation in primary school education is of paramount importance in order to enhance the 

quality of education. A well-designed curriculum can facilitate students' comprehension of diverse learning materials, provide 

engaging learning experiences, and equip them with the skills required in the contemporary digital age (Angga, 2022; Rahayu et 

al., 2022). Some of the advantages of curriculum innovation in primary schools include: 

1) Enhancing the quality of learning: Curriculum innovation can facilitate the enhancement of the quality of learning in 

primary schools by means of the updating and development of the material taught, as well as the implementation of 

more engaging and interesting approaches to learning. 

2) Facilitating student-centered learning: An innovative curriculum can facilitate student-centered learning approaches by 

taking into account students' needs, interests, and learning styles, as well as reinforcing the skills needed in today's 

digital age. 

3) Updating the curriculum: Innovative curricula can update existing curricula by removing irrelevant material, adding 

new material, and integrating the latest digital technologies and innovations. 

4) Enhancing Teacher Quality: Curriculum innovation can enhance teacher quality by enabling primary school teachers 

to develop new skills, utilize new technologies, and confront novel challenges in their teaching roles. 

5) Preparing students for the future: An innovative curriculum can assist students in preparing for the future by developing 

the skills necessary in the contemporary digital age, including creativity, problem-solving, and technological 

proficiency. 

Consequently, curriculum innovation in primary schools is of paramount importance in enhancing the quality of education 

and equipping students with the requisite skills to navigate a more prosperous future (Fitriyah, 2022).   

The independent curriculum represents a potential solution to the challenges posed by the era of Society 5.0. The concept of 

the independent curriculum is an educational concept that allows teachers and students to select learning materials that align with 

their needs and interests (Barquilla & Cabili, 2021). It is postulated that the Independent Curriculum can provide solutions to 

educational challenges in the Society 5.0 era, an era that emphasizes the use of digital technology and artificial intelligence in 

everyday life (Marisa, 2021). The need for human resources who possess creativity, critical thinking skills, and the capacity for 

innovation has been highlighted as a key challenge in the context of the Society 5.0 era (Kusdiyanti et al., 2021). The Merdeka 

Curriculum offers students the opportunity to develop these skills by providing them with the freedom to select learning materials 

that align with their needs and interests. 

Furthermore, the Merdeka Curriculum offers students opportunities to develop technology and artificial intelligence skills. 

These are skills that are urgently required in the Society 5.0 era, as stated by Prasasti and Dewi (2020). The Merdeka Curriculum 

permits students to select which technologies are pertinent to their studies and to acquire the skills necessary to master them. It is 

important to note that the Merdeka Curriculum must also be directed towards quality and structured learning in order to ensure 

that established learning standards are not neglected (Handayani et al., 2022). 

Consequently, it is imperative that educators and educational staff provide students with adequate and quality learning 

opportunities. In conclusion, although the Merdeka Curriculum may be a solution to the challenges of education in the Society 

5.0 era, it must be directed towards quality and structured learning so that it meets the established education standards. 

 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

The Merdeka Belajar Curriculum represents a significant innovation in the Indonesian educational system. In response to the 

challenges posed by the current era, it emphasises the development of teachers' pedagogical competence through a comprehensive 

approach centred on five core concepts (5M): motivation, methodology, management, materials and measurement. 

Furthermore, the curriculum integrates technology into the teaching-learning process to enhance students' creativity. The 

curriculum's flexible design allows it to be easily adapted to the dynamic nature of society in the era of Society 5.0, which is a 

crucial advantage. In conclusion, the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum is a promising approach that addresses the current challenges 

in Indonesian education and prepares students for the demands of the future. Nevertheless, challenges such as policy 

adjustments and school infrastructure needs must be addressed. Further development necessitates stronger gender integration, 

increased teacher training related to technological developments, and continuous evaluation to respond to community needs and 

technological advances. Consequently, the Merdeka Belajar Curriculum in the era of Society 5.0 provides a robust foundation for 
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producing a generation that is prepared to confront the challenges of the times with creativity, critical thinking, and technology-

based skills. The Merdeka Belajar Curriculum, as an innovative approach to Indonesian education, plays a pivotal role in 

addressing the challenges of the modern era, particularly in the context of Society 5.0. This research elucidates several pivotal 

aspects that exemplify the significance and characteristics of this curriculum. Firstly, the curriculum's emphasis on developing 

teachers' pedagogical competence, as outlined by the 5M concept (humanizing relationships, understanding concepts, building 

sustainability, choosing challenges, and empowering contexts), provides a robust foundation for enhancing educational quality in 

Indonesia. This approach, in addition to emphasizing cognitive aspects, integrates affective and psychomotor dimensions into the 

measurement of learning outcomes. Secondly, the Merdeka Belajar curriculum effectively integrates technology into the learning 

process, equipping students with the skills to navigate the challenges and changes of the Society 5.0 era. The curriculum's 

emphasis on project-based learning, focus on essential information, and flexibility are notable strengths that empower teachers, 

students, and schools to take a more independent approach to learning. A review of the relevant literature indicates that curriculum 

innovation is a crucial and necessary step in order to remain abreast of the rapidly evolving and dynamic landscape. By 

incorporating innovative elements into the curriculum at the learning and assessment stages, educators can facilitate the evolution 

of education towards a more sophisticated and nuanced direction. 
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